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Dear Families, 
 
In planning for the coming year, we asked ourselves a question: What if we gave the students 
time during class to find their passions and figure out how to turn those passions into projects that 
excite their friends and members of the greater community? 
 
In an effort to find the next big idea, companies across the country, most famously Google, set 
aside time during the work week for employees to come up with new, innovative ideas. Many 
educators are taking this practice and using it to unleash creativity in schools. This special, 
student-directed time has come to be known in many schools as Genius Hour. Genius Hour gives 
students the opportunity to pursue passion projects as teachers guide them through the 6 Ps (as 
educator and writer Andi McNair calls them): finding their passions, planning their projects, 
pitching their idea to the class, using the plans to make projects that lead to products, and 
presenting their ideas to the public. 
 
The process involves many skills: decision making as students select topics, using multiple 
sources as students seek information, asking questions, reading, taking notes, reaching out to 
experts in their chosen fields, responding to feedback, sharing their findings with others, and 
reflecting on experiences.  
 
The fifth graders at Irwin School are working on Genius Hour projects this quarter. It is a team 
effort: the classroom teachers, the talented and gifted specialist, the instructional coach, and all of 
the students are involved. We are looking forward to seeing where the students take us and to 
helping them get there! 
 
We have many members of our school community who have work-related and academic 
expertise in many areas. Soon we may reach out to all of you for assistance as we look to 
connect our students with experts in their fields. We are excited about this opportunity to motivate 
our Genius Hour learners. 
 
Please let us know if you have any questions. 
 
 
Yours truly, 
 
The Fifth Grade Genius Hour Team 
 
 
 
 
 


